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y first experience with clematis takes me back about sixteen 
years. While growing up I spent a lot of time in the countryside 
with my grandparents and, from a young age, I’d always loved 

and appreciated everything about the world of plants – flowers in 
particular. One day, just by chance, I bought my first ever clematis, in a 
garden centre. I didn’t know clematis at all and, at the time, no-one else 
seemed to have any information or knowledge about them. However, for 
some reason I was instantly struck by the beautiful image on the plant 
label, so I decided to buy it and take it home, just to see how it would 
grow in a larger pot – then I would no doubt learn and understand a little 
more about what kind of plants clematis are. 
     Even just a couple of months after transplanting, it was evident just 
how tenacious the plant was, clinging to any support which it happened 
across, in the vicinity. Soon, the first flower buds appeared and, by and 
by, the first flowers – showy and very beautiful! I was stunned by the 
vigour and elegance of the plant and the captivating splendour of its 
flowers.  
     By the winter, however, and to my great despair, the entire plant 
seemed to have shrivelled up and lost all signs of life and I resigned 
myself to having to clear the pot out, before spring. One day, however, 
before I had gotten round to actually doing it, my mother shouted to me 
from the garden ‘Massimo, have you seen that dead plant? It’s got big 
green buds on it!’ I immediately went out to have a look and to my 
complete surprise and utter delight there really were swollen, fat, green 
buds, dotted here and there on the ‘dead’ old vines!  
     Before long, a cloud of beautiful pink flowers completely blanketed 
the foliage. It was amazing and I was ecstatic. It was at that moment that I 
realised how much I already adored clematis and their wonderful charms.    
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From that day onwards, 
learning about these 
marvelous plants, and 
searching for new-to-me 
varieties – to increase 
my private collection – 
has been continuous. At 
present, I grow about 
forty different cultivars 
in the garden: for 
reasons of space, the 
majority of them are in 
pots, however, with a 
little care, the results are 
very satisfactory indeed. 
     Over the years I've 
learned a lot about growing clematis in my location and climate – so I’ve 
been able to give good tips and suggestions to anyone I’ve met, who is  
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interested in growing clematis. For example, in our latitudes, winters are 
quite cold and summers very hot, so the best thing, always, is a position 
of partial shade. The plants get the warming morning sun for a few hours 
but avoid too much exposure to baking hot sunshine. The soils in our 
area are predominantly heavy, with clay – we therefore need to be careful 
in the selection of plants and mindful of the best way to amend the soil at 
planting time. The varieties that do best in our climatic conditions are the 
Viticellas, however, with a little care, we can get very good results from all 
clematis, even in the warmer regions and the areas around the coasts. 
     In the summer, in the interior of Italy – more or less everywhere – we 
are swamped with Clematis vitalba and, in some locations (where left wild 
and uncontrolled) it can become a real invasive pest. It is ubiquitous, 
from the countryside to the mountains! In open country and in other 
sunny areas Clematis flammula is found almost as frequently – great masses 
of billowing, delicately fragrant white flowers, a beauty so natural yet so 
magical to the eye. 
     As a result of my passion for clematis, together with the help of my 
parents, some sacrifices along the way and with the enormous benefit of a 
small piece of land owned by my grandparents, we have achieved the goal 
of constructing a small clematis nursery, at our home. We grow around 
1,500 plants per season. Great thanks in this regard are owed to Wim 
Snoeijer for his willingness, dedication and patience; all of our clematis 
liners come directly from the J. van Zoest nursery, in the Netherlands.  
     One special September day, when we received our first ever batch of 
liners in 9cm pots, it was like a dream come true and I knew we were 
taking the first steps on a long road.  
     My day job is in a supermarket but I spend most of my free time in the 
nursery – for me I suppose it's almost like having a second job but, at the 
same time, the nursery gives us all great hope for the future and each day 
we have the pleasure of working and living with these beautiful plants.  
     At our nursery we take great pride in sharing our passion for clematis 
with all our customers, in a friendly and genuinely enthusiastic way. Our 
ultimate goal is to introduce as many people as possible to the world of 
clematis, so that they too might share in the same passion that we 
ourselves have come to know and love.             massymassi@hotmail.com 
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